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Burning Man Project’s mission is to produce the 
annual event known as Burning Man and to guide, 
nurture and protect the more permanent community 
created by its culture. Our intention is to generate 
society that connects each individual to his or her 
creative powers, to participation in community, to the 
larger realm of civic life, and to the even greater 
world of nature that exists beyond society.

We believe that the experience of Burning Man can 
produce positive spiritual change in the world. To 
this end, it is equally important that we communicate 
with one another, with the citizens of Black Rock City 
and with the community of Burning Man wherever it 
may arise. Burning Man is radically inclusive, and its 
meaning is potentially accessible to anyone.

BURNING  
MAN
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Burning Man co-founder Larry Harvey wrote the 10 Principles in 2004 as 
guidelines for the newly-formed Regional Network. They were crafted not 
as a dictate of how people should be and act, but as a reflection of the 
community’s ethos and culture as it had organically developed since the 
event’s inception.

RADICAL INCLUSION
Anyone may be a part of Burning Man. We welcome and respect the 
stranger. No prerequisites exist for participation in our community.

GIFTING
Burning Man is devoted to acts of gift giving. The value of a gift is 
unconditional. Gifting does not contemplate a return or an exchange for 
something of equal value.

DECOMMODIFICATION
In order to preserve the spirit of gifting, our community seeks to create 
social environments that are unmediated by commercial sponsorships, 
transactions, or advertising. We stand ready to protect our culture from 
such exploitation. We resist the substitution of consumption for participatory 
experience.

RADICAL SELF-RELIANCE
Burning Man encourages the individual to discover, exercise and rely on 
their inner resources.

THE 10 PRINCIPLES  
OF BURNING MAN

OPEN HEARTED MEDITATOR OHM
by: Swig Miller
from: West Chesterfield 
2018
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LODESTAR
by: Randy Polumbo
from: New York  
2018

RADICAL SELF-EXPRESSION
Radical self-expression arises from the unique gifts of the individual. No 
one other than the individual or a collaborating group can determine its 
content. It is offered as a gift to others. In this spirit, the giver should respect 
the rights and liberties of the recipient.

COMMUNAL EFFORT
Our community values creative cooperation and collaboration. We strive 
to produce, promote and protect social networks, public spaces, works of 
art, and methods of communication that support such interaction.

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
We value civil society. Community members who organize events should 
assume responsibility for public welfare and endeavor to communicate 
civic responsibilities to participants. They must also assume responsibility for 
conducting events in accordance with local, state and federal laws.

LEAVING NO TRACE
Our community respects the environment. We are committed to leaving 
no physical trace of our activities wherever we gather. We clean up after 
ourselves and endeavor, whenever possible, to leave such places in a 
better state than when we found them.

PARTICIPATION
Our community is committed to a radically participatory ethic. We believe 
that transformative change, whether in the individual or in society, can occur 
only through the medium of deeply personal participation. We achieve 
being through doing. Everyone is invited to work. Everyone is invited to play. 
We make the world real through actions that open the heart.

IMMEDIACY
Immediate experience is, in many ways, the most important touchstone of 
value in our culture. We seek to overcome barriers that stand between 
us and a recognition of our inner selves, the reality of those around us, 
participation in society, and contact with a natural world exceeding human 
powers. No idea can substitute for this experience.
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“I dreamed I was a butterfly,  
flitting around in the sky;  
then I awoke. Now I wonder:  
Am I a man who dreamt of being 
a butterfly, or am I a butterfly 
dreaming that I am a man?”
Zhuang Zi
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BURNING  
MAN
DREAM ON

CAPTURE 
THE 
DREAMS  
OF THE 
BURNERS
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DREAM ON

“WAKING DREAMS” was the theme of the 2022 edition of Burning Man.

As a photographer, I tried to think about how it was possible to photograph 
and make concrete something as abstract, personal, intimate as people’s 
dreams.

So I decided to introduce myself to them with a blackboard and chalk and 
ask them to write down openly and without conditioning what their biggest 
dream was whether it was serious, funny, crazy, individual or global and 
then to pose with it for me for a photo shoot.

I was pleasantly amazed at how all the people actively participated and 
were emotionally involved in this project. On a human level it enriched me 
greatly by filling my heart with love and joy.

This book is intended to be an intimate collection of the dreams of the 
burners who participated in the project.

In addition to the dreams of the people in the book I also wanted to include 
photos of the incredible and majestic artistic works because in turn, in the 
context of the dust of the playa, they become a surreal, magical, mystical 
world as if they were living in a dream. Works that become daydreams in 
their own right.

“We are such stuff as dreams are made on,  
and our little life is rounded with a sleep.”
William Shakespeare
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LOVE
by: Laura Kimpton and crew
from: Tulum, Mexico and Reno, NV
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MAKE 
EVERYONE 
HAPPY

AND 
CHANGE 

THE WORLD!
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38
by: Oz Wilcox - CrazySafe Art
from: Richland, WA
2022

38 is a group of letters. Each letter has a 
number in the alphabet. F-6, Y-25, F-6, A-1 
= 38
FYFA is a riddle for the futility of trying 
to name everything, to try to understand 
everything. People need to relax more 
and just let things be. Instead of living in a 
Waking Dream, open your eyes and live in 
the moment, go with the flow!.
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NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY
by Jamie Starlet Becher
from La Honda, CA
2022

No Flash Photography is a set of larger than 
life butterfly wings. The wings are mounted 
to a box with a bench to rest on. The design 
on the butterfly wings is made of recycled 
retro-reflective material, the same material 
that is used to make traffic and street signs. 
The piece is best viewed at night when the 
reflective design becomes the most apparent.  
No Flash Photography is working to remove 
the “influencer” from the art by creating a 
glowing design so vibrant in flash photos 
that it visually overpowers any person who 
tries to take a picture with it.
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DANCE 
WITH  
THE

BUTTERFLIES 
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BROKEN BUT TOGETHER 2.0
by Michael Benisty
2022

The couples that are “meant to be” are 
the ones who go through everything that 
is meant to tear them apart and come out 
even stronger than they were before.
The complexities of love and growth are 
expressed within this symbol of unity.
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REALITY IS MALLEABLE
by Conor B. Murphy
2022

Mantras are meant to be tested. Imagine 
being deep in the desert and you come 
across a 320 lb steel plate with the words 
“reality is malleable” precision cut into it. 
Next to it is a sledgehammer inviting you 
to test it. A solid hit will only yield a small 
dent, if that. This was the experience I was 
looking to create with my first physical art 
piece I’ve brought to #burningman. Reality 
is malleable, you just need the right tool. 
See the last image for the force analysis 
to see just how unmalleable this chunk of 
reality is.
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SEED OF DREAMS
by Martin Taylor and the Chromaforms 
Art Collective
from Oakland, CA
2022

Seed of Dreams is a 15’ tall sculpture of 
a human head, eyes closed, in dream 
state. Geometric perforations resonate 
outward from the forehead, emitting 
light from an internal source by night 
and reflecting the golden interior by 
day. An opening allows participants to 
enter inside of the sculpture to discover 
a wondrous grotto with shimmering 
golden walls and ledges to sit upon.  
A magnificent geometric light in the 
shape of the pineal gland hangs from 
the center of the head illuminating the 
sculpture at night. A large open book 
of empty lined paper with pens invites 
participants to record their dreams and 
reflect on their thoughts. Seed of Dreams 
provides a place for participants to 
seek refuge, meditate, or connect with 
their intuition.
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SPACECATS FINAL LANDING
by: Ayda Keshtkar and the Adenium 
Collective
from: Chicago, IL
2022

Spacecats is a whimsical tableau dedicated 
to cats that have passed away. Coming 
back for the third and final landing, 
the catstronauts will be joined by other 
furry friends. Inside the categon shaped 
mothership you’ll find a retro futuristic 
interactive interior. You can play with 
human sized cat toys, lounge on human 
sized plushy cat beds, and slide down the 
giant cat tongue. Spacecats are out of this 
world!
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BE LOVE
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TOXIC
by: Clayton Blake Art
from: Currumbin, Australia
2022

An exploited and polluted planet in chaos. 
A society in which there is great suffering 
and injustice. An environmental crisis of 
biblical proportions. A world spinning out 
of control where greed and corruption is 
rampant. We MUST DO BETTER for ourselves 
and future generations!
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HAVE
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DIVER UP
by Victor Spinelli
from Ibiza, Spain
2022

The sculpture will be a topless women 
holding an old diving helmet over her head.
She will be made several interlocking 
fiberglass pieces to create the seamless 
shape of her body and helmet. The interior 
superstructure will be reinforced with up-
cyled and new mild carbon steel. Two 
I-Beams will anchor the structure to the 
ground.
The interior will have many elements of 
pipes, dials, compasses and reused marine 
gadgets as if you are entering a submarine. 
Information about our relation to the seas, 
and how we can help our oceans, will be 
placed throughout. 
She will seem to be emerging from the 
Playa floor from her torso like a mirage.
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KUKULKAN’S PORTAL
by: Liquid PXL / Abram Santa Cruz
from: Long Beach, CA
2022

Standing at 45ft tall, Kukulkan’s Portal will be 
more impressive than previously displayed. 
The merkaba will be entirely constructed of 
translucent lexan multi-wall sheets encased 
in industrial strength resins. The idea is to 
make the merkaba look like a giant marble 
crystal shining on top of a pyramid. After 
we construct the individual triangles, we’ll 
coat the surfaces with a resin-paint mixture 
to get the marble affect.
The cube is made of aluminum truss skinned 
with laser cut aluminum and backlit with 
LEDs. They pyramid will also be constructed 
of truss and skinned with aluminum panels 
and will be climbable. The cube and 
merkabah will not be climbable.
At full height, the project will be 42ft tall 
and 27ft wide on it’s point.
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THE 
LAMPLIGHTERS 
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“The world needs 
dreamers and 

the world needs 
doers. But above 

all, the world 
needs dreamers 

who do.”

Sarah Ban Breathnach

REFLECTION 
by: Michael Benisty

The beauty you see in me is a reflection 
of you.
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BOP BEAR
by Fnnch
from San Francisco, CA
2022

Bop Bear is a giant bop bag shaped like a 
Honey Bear. A bop bag is an inflatable toy 
that, if you knock it over, will stand back up. 
This is that, just larger.    
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REMOVE  
BLOCKAGES
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THE CORPORATE LADDER
by: Michael Spraker / Night Visions 
Studios
from: Capistrano Beach, CA
2022

A ladder stands and reaches upwards 
towards the sky. The higher the ladder 
reaches, the more narrow the ladder 
becomes. The ladder is lined with LED lights 
that dim the higher the ladder reaches. 
Four mannequins dressed in traditional 
American corporate attire stand in line 
waiting to climb the ladder.
The ladder reaches up towards the sky. 

This represents the long, rigorous climb 
that people make to reach a high status 
in corporate America. The higher a person 
climbs, the narrower the ladder becomes–
representing the difficulty and limited space 
for people to make it big in the corporate 
world. Four men await to climb the ladder. 
One man checks his watch as he is already 
impatient to begin the long climb. 
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ULTRAMARATHON 
On Tutu Tuesday at Black Rock City.
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AUTUMN SPIRE
by Eric Coolidge
from Brooklyn, NY
2022

The piece is inspired by the natural balance 
of organic and geometric properties in 
nature. The title refers to a red maple tree, 
a symbol of endurance and the passing 
of time. The tower, a blend of gothic and 
modern technology, is meant to combine 
these notions. The passage of time is 
important to me, and whether it is my 
perspective or an objective truth, society as 
a whole feels to be entering into a new 
season. It feels like something is ending, 
but as we pass from autumn into winter, so 
follows spring.
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ONE TIN SOLDIER
by Mark Deem and the Misfit Toys
from Bolinas, CA
2022

As you walk from the city deep into the 
playa, a series of objects slowly come into 
view, rising from the desert. Lost. Incomplete. 
Scattered. A series of giant children’s toys 
comes into focus. You can make out the 
letters L-O-V and E on alphabet blocks 
partially buried, emerging from the dust, 
the letter “O” taller than you. As you near, 
the beaten, weathered features and faded 
primary colors become clear. “Remember 
When…” it was all so simple…

“Throw your dreams into 
space like a kite,  
and you do not know  
what it will bring back,  
a new life, a new friend,  
a new love, a new country.”
Anaïs Nin
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THIS IS NOT A NFT
by Steve Landis
from Brooklyn, NY
2022

Burning Man is live & also conceptual and 
not a simulation of life. Yet, while it exists, it 
also doesn’t exist. NFTs exist but don’t exist in 
physical form. Participants live life live (not 
a typo). One needs to live, but also to do 
it live & not in a recorded or fake fashion. 
Too often burners live outside of their reality 
and not in a present way. Rene Magritte’s 
surrealist art makes the participant question 
their reality. The text communicates what it 
is (art) but also what it is not (not a NFT 
of art). While art exists, it doesn’t exist until 
someone creates some type of physical 
form. NFTs exist but not in physical form, 
yet this piece exists as a NFT upon being 
video’d & made into a NFT, which means 
what it isn’t becomes what it is.primary 
colors become clear. “Remember When…” it 
was all so simple…
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“I dream of painting and then
 I paint my dream.”

Vincent Van Gogh
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ADVENTURE  
ALWAYS
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ALWAYS 
CHRISTMAS
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STRONG MAGIC
by Jessica Levine
from South Lake Tahoe, CA
2022

Strong Magic is a large scale steel 
sculpture of a lioness creature 
that evokes a sense of power and 
strength. Consisting of a female 
lion’s head paired with a human 
torso, she brings a fierce female 
presence to the playa. From her 
outstretched paws she emanates 
fire and light, and is made up of 
intricate hand formed and welded 
metal linework. She represents 
letting go of self doubt and 
leaning into deep confidence. 
Strong Magic embodies love, 
fear, anxiety–all emotion– and the 
ability to transform that energy into 
personal power.
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TREE OF EXHAUSTION
by: Bob Noxious
from: Reno, NV
2022

The Tree of Exhaustion is a 
dedication to the toil all artists 
go through in order to bring and 
display art for the folks of Black 
Rock. Built from repurposed exhaust 
pipes and designed for grilling, 
TTE is sure to bring comfort to all 
weary travelers. surrounded by 
swingin couches
and circus like bistro spinners, 
there is ample space for formal 
sitdown viewings as well as picnic 
blanketing under the tree’s tired 
boughs.
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CARILLON
by: Steven Brummond
from: Oakland, CA
2022

Carillon is a 48’ tall wood bell tower 
covered in slat wood panels. There they 
encounter levers, ropes, and a spinning 
pole. All of these devices control one or a 
series of bells each ringing a special note.
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THE MUSEUM OF NO SPECTATORS
by: John Marx and Absinthia Vermut
from: San Francisco and Oakland, CA
2022

Out in the dusty playa of Black Rock City lies 
a different kind of museum. As you approach 
this intriguing and mysterious building with its 
unusually shaped galleries, appearing part 
machine, part creature, part abstract and 
surrealistic form. Its dynamic shapes appear 
otherworldly yet grounded. It is waiting for 
you to approach and become a part of 
it. This Museum encourages participants to 
enter through its Gifting Shop, where you 
will be encouraged to make a gift before 
entering. The building guides you along, as 
a partially covered hallway leads you to 
galleries on either side, until you have spent 
time in all eight galleries. When participants 
exit, they find themselves on a stage, the 
Theatre of the Participant.
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THE CUBE
by: Benjamin Crowley 
from: Reno, NV
2022

The structure is a 12ft x 12ft cube that floats off the playa. The 
outer paneling is made of wood with an energetic design laser 
cut. The inner structure will also be comprised of wood. The Cube 
will be astonishing during the daytime due to its size and detail, 
however at night time, it becomes otherworldly. The entire structure 
will glow like an alien artifact that has just landed on earth, calling 
all wandering burners to it. Once at the cube, you will find an 
entrance on one of the sides. Through this entrance you will be 
able to dive head into the Cube and find yourself in a reflective 
space. This is where the inner work is done. Allow the Cube to 
guide you on your path and find wisdom, advice, and love within. 
After one feels ready to exit their mind, they have two options: 
climb up and out of the cube with a provided ladder built in to 
the structure, or exit the way one came. However, if one dares to 
climb out of the mind, they will be rewarded with utter bliss and 
extraordinary views. On top the cube will be a space to look out 
away from the city and into the unknown. Let it fill you with hope 
and a drive to continue the inner development.
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FAMILY
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PHOENIX SYNDROME
by: Dylan Eccleston/ Head Trip Designs/ 
Justified Hype
from: San Diego, CA
2022

She is a representation of the re-birth we 
have all gone through in the last few years.
Standing 15ft tall clad in gold and copper, 
the phoenix will reflect the suns rays and the 
flames emitting from her head and wings.
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FACING THE 
FEARBEAST

FACING THE FEARBEAST
by Tigre Mashaal-Lively & Make Love 
Visible
from Santa Fe, NM
2022

‘Facing the Fearbeast’ is a project about 
facing the fears that hound us, both 
externally and internally. A snarling 
monster of claws and teeth and nightmares 
looms over a lone child, who faces the 
monster with dignified courage.
The Beast itself represents both the actual 
dangers that threaten us from outside as 
well as the complex of traumas, self-deceits, 
& phobias that exists within and perpetuates 
the many miseries that humans deliver upon 
each other and themselves.
The Child figures represent both the 
Wounded/traumatized child that is often 
at the core of many of humanity’s most 
destructive and violent behavior, as well as 
the Healing child that is both vulnerable 
and powerful in their creativity and 
capacity for love.
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My dream is to be happy everyday 
I wake up, and find the best man in,  

to run then with my soul  
and my family to be alive
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NO MORE 

 
ANXIETY
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BEAM
by: Benjamin Langholz with engineering by 
Amihay Gonen
from: Berlin, Germany
2022

A new sculpture from the creators of 
Stone 27. Lessons learned at a heightened 
emotional state.
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VAGINA THRONE
by: Alisa Sokolov
from: Tel Aviv, Israel
2022

A throne like Victorian chair is covered w/ 
33 soft sculpted fabric vaginas in 6 colors 
representing skin of the world’s women. 
The Vagina Throne will be installed on 
a royal cloth covered multi-tiered dais 
protected by gold stanchions & red ropes. 
The art is an homage to Yayoi Kusama’s 
groundbreaking 1962 protest sculpture of 
a phallus covered couch, “Accumulation 
no. 2”. 
Kusama was protesting discrimination 
against women in the NYC art scene & The 
Vagina Throne celebrates Kusama’s protest 
by elevating the symbol of femininity to a 
vaunted position. 
The separation of The Vagina Throne from 
the viewer represents respect deserved but 
do not receive by women. The symbolism is 
of changes in women’s role in society not 
realized in equity.
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THE PRISM OF POSSIBILITIES
by: Emily Nicolosi and the In Theory Art 
Collective
from: Salt Lake City, UT
2022

A multi-dimensional portal (a
zome spinning the stars and flostam of 
humanity) invites citizens into a universe of 
potential climate futures. Spinning outward, 
the portal directs participants to explore 
three different domiciles, from best to worst 
case scenario climate-impacted earths.
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“Never give up on your 
dreams, no matter how 
painful and difficult your 
journey is.”
Lisa
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I AM SORRY
PLEASE FORGIVE ME

THANK YOU
I LOVE YOU
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My dream is to heal all of humanity’s  
emotional suffering!

STEP 
INTO 
YOUR 
POWER
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TO DO A BARRELL 
ROLL
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THERE IS NOTHING AT BURNING MAN
by: MIDABI
from: New York, NY
2022

This 10’x20’x5/8’’, 12,0000 lbs, single 
steel plate, sculptural text by artist MIDABI 
says “The Only Other Thing Is Nothing”. 
It stands in the sun with subtly iridescent 
silver paint, large negative space, and an 
elongated shadow stretching across the 
playa. The meaning is complex and varied, 
and can be summed up in this… 
What is, is what is; the only other thing is 
nothing. Reality exists on a horizontal plane, 
not a vertical one. All parts of creation are 
equally valid and relevant.
There is no fantasy OTHER place. This is 
the place. You’re not reaching outward, 
through empty space, you are pressing 
inward, within denser space.
There is no other anything to know. There is 
only becoming more familiar and intimate 
with what is.
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THE SELF HELP YOURSELF BOOKSHELF
by: Brie’Ana Breeze and Crew
from: Alameda, CA
2022

Not just another library on playa, the Self 
Help Yourself BookShelf has a few surprises 
in store for for those seeking some dusty 
enlightenment. Come laugh at the punny 
titles, but stay to get some wisdom dropped.
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I dream 
for my family 
to be happy, 

and for Ukraine
to be at peace.
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“Why does the eye see a thing  
more clearly in dreams than the 
imagination when awake?”
Leonardo da Vinci
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FLIGHT
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THE MIND’S EYE
by: Launa Eddy
from: New York, NY
2022

Through The Mind’s Eye might make you 
wonder if Salvador Dali and Jeff Koons 
had a dream baby. Colorful, animalistic, 
surrealist and absurd. It’s a big bright toy 
that wants to be played with. And while 
your inner child goes ‘squeee’ over its fun-
ness, you also notice that deep in its soul 
(and also glaringly on the surface) this 
sculpture is about struggle, and the beauty 
and wilderness that could very well emerge 
from the darkness within… if you dig your 
heels in and keep your head up. Ex Umbris, 
Ad Lucem = Out of Darkness, Into Light.
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To create more freedom for our family
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“I am a dreamer. 
Seriously,  
I’m living on 
another planet.” 

Eva Green
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FORK IN THE ROAD
by: Hunter Leggitt
from: Denver, CO
2022

Fork in the Road is a whimsical 30-foot 
tall steel installation representing the classic 
metaphor for a deciding moment in life 
when a choice between presented options 
is required. The piece is created by Hunter 
Leggitt based in Denver, Colorado.
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LOVE  
FOR  
ALL
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HOMAGE AU DALI
by: Jack Champion
from: Cotati, CA
2022

This is a physical recreation of the 1948 
painting by Salvador Dalí called “Los 
Elefantes.”
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BREATH
WATER
UNDER
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SHARK
by: Peter Hazel
from: Reno, NV
2022

Mosaic glass Shark by Peter Hazel
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ATABEY
by: NiNo
from: Puerto Rico
2022

ATABEY is the supreme goddess of the 
Taínos, the native tribes who inhabited the 
Caribbean islands, mostly in Puerto Rico. 
She is worshiped as the deity of fresh water, 
representing the Earth Spirit, Divine Mother. 
Their God was female. 
We chose to honor ATABEY’s symbolism 
with a fish coming up for air on the Playa in 
order to bring attention to the state of the 
Earth and the dire consequences of today’s 
dominant world views, those that are 
legacies of colonization’s victors. ATABEY’s 
legacy is to respect our waters and land.
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CONSUMPTION
by: Tom Boughner and the Desert 
Propaganda Collective
from: Reno, NV
2022

Consumption is a 45’ tall sculpture in 
the shape of a dollar sign ($) assembled 
from discarded household appliances 
(washers, dryers, fridges, stoves, etc). Ninety 
appliances are layered and stacked to 
create the “S” of the dollar sign. 
Consumption brings our focus to the 
end of the era of consumerism and 
overconsumption. Our current trajectory is 
no longer sustainable and we must change. 
Reflect upon the mountain of waste to guide 
our beliefs, ideas and spirits to a more 
rational use of earth’s limited resources.
We all play a part in the chain of excess 
that starts with raw materials and ends in 
landfills and oceans. Many factors tie us to 
our throw-away society. We are driven to
overconsumption.
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INFINITE STARE
by: Kelly Smith Cassidy
from: South Lake Tahoe, CA
2022

“Infinite Stare” is a monumental sculpture of 
a head full of ideas by day and cosmos at 
night. From the distance, the head will look 
familiar; as if a forgotten culture had left it 
a millenia ago. 
This installation represents ourselves while in 
ego (represented by day) and in Oneness 
(night); that we are all a part of universal 
consciousness. 
Where the face and should be is a blank 
area representing the melding of all faces. 
Inside the hallowed-out head is a place 
where people can sit. Drawn inside the 
shell of the head are all kinds of ideas 
with pictograms depicting ideas that can 
filter through a person’s head. At night, 
the pictographs are superseded by light 
images of cosmos representing our infinite 
minds beyond the mind chatter.
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ART
EVERYWHERE
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SWING
by: The Mandts
from: Las Vegas, NV
2022

SWING is an art-play project. It is an 11’ 
tall two person swing built utilizing wood & 
steel, with support structures constructed in 
the silhouette of the Burning Man logo. We 
invite participants to play and experience 
both the active and contemplative fun that 
something about swings just brings about.
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I dream of a compassionate world 
with no suffering for all beings
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THE GIANT SUITCASE
by: Susanna Weinholt, The Tea Time 
Initiative
from: San Francisco, CA
2022

What is real? Is it right where we are, 
or somewhere else? What if we could 
transport ourselves in a instant with a the 
help of a beacon? Could then multiple 
realities exists, or do they already? What 
would such journey look like? Where 
would we go and who would we become 
if we could? Introducing The Giant Suitcase, 
your ultimate beacon for travel.
The Citizens of Black Rock City come from all 
over the world, creating many astounding 
camps and villages, which consist of 
equally as many philosophies and views of 
what is. The idea with The Giant Suitcase is 
to form a communal space where we can 
all come together and explore the many 
unique, discordant journeys we all have as 
a community.
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“Life without dreams is like a bird  
with a broken wing - it can’t fly.”

Dan Pena
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WE ARE THE CLIMATE PROBLEM
by: Rave Revolution and Tom Diacono
from: Malta
2022

It is no secret that burning man attracts the 
elite of the world. It is also no secret that 
our planet is in the worst shape it has ever 
been. There is way too much carbon in the 
air, carbon released by the burning of fossil 
fuels that has been stored in the ground for 
millennia. When the sun hits these molecules 
they vibrate, creating energy that is warming 
up the planet. The logical solution would 
be to slash carbon emissions, and focus all 
our energy on healing ecosystems to bring 
down carbon levels in the air. However, 
the data shows that the richest 10% of the 
planet account for 52% of emissions, and 
the richest 1% emit more than double the 
emissions of the poorest half of humanity. 
It’s time for radical honesty.
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FRACTALED MIND
by: Kamp Kerfuffle
from: Flagstaff, AZ
2022

Fractaled Mind is an 11’ tall interactive 
sculpture of repeating shapes in a fractal 
pattern. The sculpture explores shape, color, 
light, and the language of the universe. It 
creates a space to climb, explore, gather, 
and rest. The predictable and repeating 
pattern of boxes is colored on each side 
in a gradient pattern. By night, lighting 
that cycles through the color spectrum 
augments the color and shadow on the 
structure creating an ever-changing form 
that challenges the predictability of the 
fractal pattern. Climbing the structure 
reveals an interior space to rest and gather. 
The space is filled with monochromatic light 
that contrasts the constantly changing light 
of the playa.
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“We are such stuff as dreams are 
made on, and our little life is rounded 
with a sleep.”

William Shakespeare
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I HEART MOM
by: Ryan Stevens & Lorena Serrano
from: San Francisco, CA
2022

With this 20 foot tall wooden sculpture 
of the traditional style I Heart Mom tattoo, 
we hope to bring all the beauty, struggles, 
highs, and lows associated with Moms (or 
other loved ones) who have shown us true, 
selfless love. This is more of a dedication 
piece but not specific to one person, it 
can be anyone in your life that you love 
wholeheartedly and made you the person 
you are today. Unfortunately not everyone 
is able to bring those people out to BRC to 
experience Burning Man so this is a way to 
honor them on the Playa.
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FOREST OF DREAMS
by: Laura Kimpton and crew
from: Tulum, Mexico and Reno, NV
2022

The Forest of Dreams is formed of 40 trees, 
10ft tall, all made of steel. The trees are to 
be arranged on a square grid, 10 trees by 
10 trees, placed in concentrically smaller 
grids and culminating in an open area 
at the center. The forest will be bathed in 
dancing LED lights of multitude of colors 
shining through the shaped cutouts in the 
trees. Citizens of Black Rock Desert will be 
able to see the forest for miles. My hope 
is the forest will be placed in deep playa 
past the temple so it will be dark enough 
for the forest to shine. Our hope is for 
participants will interact with the forest in 
the most magical way. As one will enter 
the forest, the will find a world of colorful 
beauty where one can let go, dance, be 
silly, discover a new more playful self. As 
an installation artist my goal is to create 
art that is experiential. With the Forest, 
participants not only physically walk 
through and explore the piece, they get 
lost in the space and become one with the 
forest.
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Visions are worth fighting for. 
Why spend your life making 
someone else’s dreams?
Tim Burton
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FRACTAL DROID
BY: JENNA FINNEY, AARON SIERRA, AND 
THE FRACTAL DROID COLLECTIVE
FROM: AUSTIN, TX
2022

The Fractal Droid sculpture will be a 12’ X 
15’ tall biomechanical head extruding from 
the earth, cracked open like an egg with 
a curved ultra-wide face screen displaying 
HD content by our Visual Artists. The VR 
aesthetic draws our viewers in to explore 
the textures and programmed light designs 
within the sculpture.
The exterior aesthetic is created out of laser 
cut birch and CNC cut plywood painted 
with high gloss finishes and covered in 
programmed LED strips, spot lights, and 
ambient speakers, the sculpture is a high 
functioning playscape of social connection 
experiences integrating technology and 
human energy.
The fractal droid is interactive sculpture that 
is a bridge way between the integration of 
man and digital art technology.
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AQUA YLEM
by: Katherine Cannistra
from: Milwaukee, WI
2022

Three climbable-sized geodesic spheres 
represent oxygen, hydrogen atoms, and 
their respective bonds to create a water 
molecule with lighting that represents 
electrons. Water scarcity is a growing 
concern with climate change, conflict, and 
pollution. UNICEF projects that by 2040, 
one in four children worldwide will be living 
in areas with extremely high water stress, 
which has been found to impact women 
and children disproportionately. Reliable 
access to fresh potable water makes it easy 
for people to overlook the challenges and 
hardships of growing water scarcity. This 
sculpture magnifies the importance of our 
world’s freshwater supplies as we progress 
as a global community.
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OPEN ARMS
by: Ski Patrol
from: Chicago, IL & Phoenix, AZ
2022

You gotta open your arms if ya 
wanna get a hug and you need 
to open yourself to receive others. 
From a distance, “Open Arms” will 
look like a grouping of five flowers. 
Upon closer examination each 
“flower” is in fact a bowl (actually 
a 24-inch diameter cooking wok) 
on top of a 11’ high gently curved 
stem with human arms in lieu of 
petals. The life-cast arms are made 
from flexible polyurethane foam 
and are arranged in an outer ring 
of ten arms surrounding an inner 
ring of another ten arms. When 
you spin the drive wheel (located 
about three feet above the 
ground) at the base of the flexible 
drive shaft you will spin the bowl 
of arms which will cause the arms 
to open or close, depending on the 
direction you spin the drive wheel.
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EMERGENCE
by: Jesse Lightcap and The Emergence 
Project
from: Truckee, CA
2022

In most parts of the world, the Dragonfly 
symbolizes change, transformation, 
adaptability, and self-realization. The last 
metamorphosis stage of a dragonfly is 
when a nymph leaves the water, walks to 
dry land, and with its last molt, the body 
and wings of the dragonfly expand, and 
this process is named “Emergence.”
As a burner approaches, emerging from 
the dry playa will be grass, lily pads, and 
flowers made from recycled materials. 
A desert dragonfly made with a structural 
steel frame will be drinking from a pond. 
The dragonfly will produce ambient lighting 
at night.
The wings will provide curious burners with 
a shady place to retreat to while pondering 
their own transformation.
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ALIENS

PARADISIUM
by: Dave Keane & Folly Builders
from: San Francisco, CA
2022

Paradisium is an interactive grove of 
geometric trees built primarily out of 
reclaimed lumber and trees burnt in the 
CZU Lighting Complex fire in Santa Cruz. 
An interconnected canopy creates shadow 
art on the playa floor, and meandering 
pathways lead to an opening in the center. 
Climbable trees and various walkways 
among the canopy will afford elevated 
perspective. Just like a real forest, the grove 
will have its seasons and 24-hour cycles. 
Paradisium provides a space for respite 
and reflection while fostering a sense of 
community and an investment in our shared 
future.
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE CLOTHES PEG
by: Usha Seejarim and Project Aikido
from: Johannesburg, South Africa & Lagos, 
Nigeria
2022

The artwork is a large modular sculpture 
of half a wooden peg made from a series 
of steel galvanised pipes. It is called the 
Resurrection of the Clothes Peg and is an 
ode the resurgence of the female voice. The 
monumental form of an ordinary household 
item like a wooden peg is meant to evoke 
a sense of criticality questioning why such a 
rudimentary form is given such importance. 
There is a clear dichotomy of male and 
female energies as the form is heavy and 
solid and erect – almost phallic, yet the 
message is about feminine strength. The 
item represented is a reference to female 
domestic chores and its function of holding 
and supporting.
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PEACE & ARROW
by: Mathew Rosenblatt c/o PLANit Philo & 
Life Capture Collective
from: Toronto, Canada
2022

A giant symbol of peace and acceptance 
stands towering over the landscape casting 
a shadow of itself while emitting light and 
energy too. In this way it beckons to its 
observers to come close and be present in 
the moment.
Additionally and because the artwork is 
more than a sign of peace, it is a tribute 
to the indigenous communities that use 
an arrow as imagery. A broken arrow 
represents the laying down or arms and 
a signal that a fight has ended while a 
crossed arrow is a sign of friendship and 
inclusivity.
Peace & Arrow highlights and includes 
each of these elements in its simple form.
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MY DREAM IS...
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The experience of Empyrean is a construct of radicalized ritual, designed by 
radical inclusion, crafted to allow each citizen to find their path of meaning 
through experiential art and Architecture and the metaphors of Multiverse, 
Mythology, and the power of universal sacred geometry.

EMPYREAN ORIGINS
Empyrean represents the region just beyond our physical realm that is the 
highest center of wisdom, and the source of energy-consciousness. It’s at 
this highest point where one can interact with their own highest concept of 
the divine. 
In ancient cosmologies, Empyrean is the realm of pure light that is believed 
to be the birthplace of fire. To the community, Empyrean Temple offers the 
healing properties of its central, eternal flame: reflection, resolution, release 
and renewal.

THE ENERGY OF GEOMETRY
The eight-pointed star is a symbol brought forward from our early human 
understanding of the intelligent order that underlies our universe.
From ancient alchemy, to contemporary theologies, the eight-pointed star 
has represented hope, abundance, transformation, direction, justice, balance 
of duality, and harmony between the profound and mundane. The simple 
geometry of the star creates a sacred foundation and activates the temple 
as a transformative healing portal for every Burner to experience in their 
own way.

THE CONSTRUCT OF EXPERIENCE
Empyrean is the shape of a compass rose beacon, a monumental construct 
of light and shadow orienting distant seekers, beckoning them in on their 
quest for energy. Approaching from the outer playa environs, the visitor 
encounters an octagonal palisade of monumental portal gates. Passing 
through a portal, the visitor is experincally compressed as they move into 
the temple grounds: the multiverse. Enveloped in the vastness, the visitor 
is confronted with the abrupt choice of navigating an imposing, steeply 
ascending wedge, the blade of a star.  The 8 star blades, or canopies, 
the mass of Empyrean Architecture, are dressed in tessellation pattern 
latticework, transforming from solid at their outer tip to open radiating 
and deconstruction, disgorging their energy to their center skyward center.  
From the interior sunlight accentuates the paneling by day, by night, interior 
lighting projects designs outward to the sky

EMPYREAN TEMPLE
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POINT OF VIEW
by: HYBYCOZO (Serge Beaulieu and Yelena Filipchuk)
from: Los Angeles, CA
2022

Pyrite field is a study and exploration of the geometry of crystalline 
structures. A self similar structure repeats at the atomic level holding 
pyrite crystals at 90 degrees. This causes the molecules to repeat 
into a large structure. however the result is not just a neat cube 
over a neat cube. The crystals jut out at 45 degrees, in an almost 
anti-gravity fashion. They can balance on the point because of 
tensegrity, as the stress of the structure is equally distributed to all 
of its points. When a person interacts with the sculpture, either by 
crawling inside during the day or playing with the shadow and 
light at night, they will be come a part of the geometry themselves, 
seeing the shadows reflecting on their skin and the land around 
them.
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To all these lost to Covid
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“Sometimes dreams are wiser than waking.”
Black Elk
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“Don’t give up on your 
dreams, or your dreams 
will give up on you.”

John Wooden
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WILD HORSES OF THE AMERICAN WEST
by: Artist Collective
from: Reno, NV
2022

Wild Horses is a curated group show 
of approximately 15 horse sculptures of 
various scales, each made by an individual 
artist, in their own interpretive aesthetic and 
artistic method.
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BACK TO THE FUTURE: DYSTOPIA ABOUT 
THE SPACE DOGS
by: Jordan Tenney
from: Salt Lake City, UT
2022

This articulated geometric wood sculpture 
is an attempt to fashion something out of 
nothing. A point in pointless space. It is a 
model of an idea, a reflection of half-seen 
and implied mathematical symmetries. It is 
an object of focus in a vast expanse, meant 
to bring people, separate or together, 
into a nexus of time and space. The Now.  
A place to confront existential dread with 

an appeal to the immediacy of the moment, 
a view of a horizon toward the future, and 
a reckoning and reflection of the past. Hard 
questions may arise. But so too, wonder and 
awe, and maybe understanding and hope. 
In this moment we can ask ourselves, What’s 
The Point ?
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BACK TO THE FUTURE: DYSTOPIA ABOUT 
THE SPACE DOGS
by: Firecup & Victory of the Surreal
from: Van Nuys, CA
2022

Art installation “Back to the Future: Dystopia 
about the Space Dogs” brings us back to 
the golden age of sci-fi when faith in the 
omnipotent human mind and spirit was 
boundless. The design of the art object uses 
art images from the science fiction novels.
The heroes of these works - conquerors of 
outer space, extraterrestrial landscapes, as 
well as intelligent and faithful to mankind 
robots, comrades-in-arms.
The installation is composed of the six 
sphere shaped fire pits. Five spheres, telling 
the cosmic legend are located around the 
magnificent fire pit flower.
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THE ART PARK
by: Olivia Steele
from: Los Angeles, CA
2022

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. Welcome to the Art 
Park. Here you will find a 5-part series of 
interconnected installations by Olivia Steele 
centered around a freestanding fireplace 
of burning handwritten words. The theme 
is togetherness and the process is real. 
Burners are invited to explore the concept 
of togetherness through awareness and 
unity. Heed the florescent and mirrored 
road signs surrounding the booth as you 
are reminded to Share Happiness. Indulge 
in a daily dose of truth and humor as the 
message on the marquee board changes 
daily. Come light your fire with the fireplace 
that reads “You are not alone”. It’s all 
connected.
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COUNCIL OF ANIMALS
by: Quill Hyde
from: Tonasket, WA
2022

The Council of Animals (What to do about 
the monkeys) is a piece exploring our 
relationship with our Animal family, and 
how the animals feel about us. Elephant, 
Polar Bear, and Rhino are the judges, 
and Coyote the intermediary, their iconic 
geometry rendered in faceted steel.
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SONIC SPHERE
by: Kugel Collective
from: London, England
2022

The Sonic Sphere is a truly immersive audio 
and light concert orb.
Occupants lie on suspended nets in the 
middle of the giant geodesic sphere where 
they are surrounded in all directions by 
lighting effects and 60 speakers each with 
a unique audio channel. This creates a truly 
omni-directional spatial audio experience 
– where shifting position and orientation 
shifts the perceived location of sounds from 
all around – front and back – above and 
below – left and right. Specially composed 
multi-channel compositions & audioscapes 
complimented by synchronised lighting 
effects will play on senses of sound to 
elevate consciousness.
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WIND OF CHANGE
by: Eva Lillova & Anna Mytcul
from: New York, NY
2022

We are going to create a space with 
natural light streaming in.
A place where we can all feel at peace no 
matter what life throws.
Small temple of Wind. Huge hope for the 
Change.
It remind of the Buddhist drums in the temples 
of Asia, Then anyone walk by and with a 
twist, create a gentle current of karma.
So too, this temple, which by itself – will 
spray all the beautiful moments we live in 
these 7 days.
All this Peace, Love, Friendship, Connections 
& Equity.
No matter how you spin it – but all best 
will win.
We will create this world of the future into 
which we are not afraid to look in.
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PETALED PORTAL
by: David Oliver
from: Snowflake, AZ
2022

Petaled Portal is Portal now petaled. Possible 
of transformation to that which is here, 
brought to life through… C.R.E.A.T.I.V.I.T.Y.
Capturing,Reality, Endlessly, And, Timelessly,
Idealized, Vitally, Into, Techniques, Yieldable.
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THE LAST OCEAN
by: Jen Lewin
from: Brooklyn, NY
2022

THE LAST OCEAN explores the crisis of plastic 
pollution in our oceans. Composed of over 
300 interactive platforms and created 
from reclaimed and recycled ocean plastic, 
The Last Ocean is an immersive experience 
created using Lewin’s unique in-house mesh 
network LED technology. During the day, the 
platforms of The Last Ocean will highlight 
the transformation of reclaimed ocean 
plastic with a swirled surface of blue and 
white particulate. At night, The Last Ocean 
will glow with vibrant animated light, cycling 
through a diverse palette of carefully 
curated colors as visitors interact with the 
work. Participants will splash and dance in 
waves of light, illuminating the organic and 
powerful nature of our oceans.
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“When you focus on 
your dreams, great 
things happen.”

Rudy Ruettiger
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Scan me and watch  
the video! 

BLACK AND WHITE
by Arbel Fishler 
from Alon Haglil, Israel
2022

The Black and White installation is about 
differences built into the perception of 
reality. The art is placed in our physical and 
mental space. One must look and try to 
understand that the other, who sees things 
differently, is not necessarily wrong. 
This unique display emphasizes that nothing 
in our reality is absolute or unequivocal. Life 
is everything but black and white. Can you 
choose to examine life through a broader 
perspective? What if our solid opinions are 
also a matter of perspective?

https://area.fotografando.net/dreamon.html
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KINTSUGI: THE ART OF HEALING
by Claudia La Bianca
from: Miami
2022

Kintsugi: the Japanese art of repairing pottery with lacquer and 
gold. Scars are highlighted, not disguised. But how do you repair 
a broken heart?
Sentinels protect the heart with vigilant eyes.
Within these Guardians, you can research the artifacts of pain, loss, 
guilt and shame. Each token is a memorial to a heart wrenching 
story. The Guardians turn these artefacts into bricks used to protect 
the heart by building a wall around it. But while walls protect, they 
cannot heal a broken heart.
When it is time to heal, we turn to nature. The heart’s forest feeds 
the heart. The larger-than-life rotating heart knows what medicine 
it needs- what medicine you need: love, connection, gratitude. Each 
tree will help you on your journey.
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FEEDING ON DREAMS
by: Mark Dill
from: Fleming Island, FL
2022

Feeding on Dreams is a 10ft tall hummingbird 
with a 10 ft wingspan feeding off of a 
flower whose center is the planet earth. It 
represents the collective dreams of society 
as one people feeding other sentient life.
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“We will always  
burn the Man.”
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Mauro Martignoni, Italian, 52 years old on the ID card although I still feel 
like a 20-year-old.
I have been involved in photography for a long time, I worked in POLAROID 
ITALY for more than eight years as Service Manager for the Southern 
Europe Cluster and then I embarked on a new professional experience 
of four years for a Chinese multinational company for another kind of 
business. So I travelled all over the world and was successful, but I felt 
something was missing, photography was calling me back, so 18 years ago 
I left that company and went out on my own in search of new stimulating 
challenges.
That’s how it all started, in small steps, until I got to where I am today.
I am of the opinion that in life it takes both luck and, above all, we are the 
architects of our own future and success, because passion, sacrifice and 
hard work always pay off sooner or later.
If you have a dream, whatever it is, you have to be focused on it and every 
day you have to do something to get closer to the goal, a small step every 
day will lead you to the goal. Then the dream will become a reality!
Today with my staff we mainly do advertising photography for prestigious 
international brands.
Positive attitude is then essential in life, “THINK POSITIVE” is an attitude that 
helps in human relationships and with clients, I love to surround myself with 
people who have the same spirit as me, from assistants to makeup artists, 
costume designers etc.
Originally it is my father who taught me how to use his legendary Nikon 
SLR when I was a child and passed on to me the love of photography. An 
intense and deep love that has never left me nor let me down.
Everything was born thanks to him when I was a child and now that he 
has been gone for several years now I realize that I never thanked him for 
making me fall in love with this art form that changed my professional life, 
thank you dad!

BIO
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DARRYLL FISH
“While frolicking around one afternoon at Burning Man, a photographer 
approached me and asked if I wanted to be part of a project he was 
working on, called “Dream On”. He explained that the idea was to have 
people write down their dreams, then use the images to inspire other 
dreamers. I wrote the first thing that came to mind…
“Bring more smiles and dancing to the world”
It may seem simple - and it is - but like most things in life, there’s levels 
to this shit. When we smile, our brain releases dopamine, serotonin, 
and endorphins; we literally feel better when we smile. Studies show 
that smiling boosts our immune system and lowers our blood pressure 
as well. I think its pretty amazing that something so simple can have 
such a significant impact on our well being. Smiling is contagious.  
Dance is a fundamental part of the human experience and an integral part 
of every culture around the world. When we dance, we get out of our mind 
and into our body. Dancing increases flexibility and mobility, which directly 
contributes to longevity. When I see people on the dance floor moving 
freely and exchanging smiles, I see my dream in action. When I can 
contribute to that experience, not only do I smile, but my heart smiles, too.
So… what’s your dream?”

TESTIMONIALS

NATALIE GLEBOVA
“Dreaming has always been my favorite pastime and when I got approached 
to take a photo with my dream at Burning Man 2022 I didn’t hesitate to 
jump at the opportunity to share it! I love this project which showcases fellow 
burners dreams all of which are so important to keep moving forward as a 
human race. Thank you for the feature and for giving us a chance to share 
a small part of us with the world!”

DESERT GUARD
by: Lu Ming 
from: Beijing, China 
2018

CORRIE POLAND
“I loved being able to share a side of me that the default world doesn’t 
expect.”

SAMANTHA POWER
“Project Dream On represents Burning Man at its best, a place for people 
from all over the world, from all walks of life to come together to dream a 
more beautiful world into being. In this project Mauro so fully captures the 
vast and varied dreams that Burners carry with them and reminds us all to 
dream big, but also small. He inspires us to take the sense of possibility the 
playa awakens in us and to bring it back to the default world. He shows us 
how dreams can give us life.”
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I want to thank all the people portrayed in this project as well as to the 
Artists of all the wonderful works.

I thank Burning Man for creating this unique event and for believing in my 
personal project.

But the biggest thanks goes to my partner Micaela for supporting me and 
helping me in realizing this project that I am very proud of.
Micky and I were together at Burning Man for the first time in 2018 and 
we felt like we were living a dream, a unique unexpected and touching 
experience that changed us and left an indelible mark.
As some say and we fully confirm Burning Man is the recalibration of the 
Spirit. So after the pandemic break, we felt the pressing need to return from 
Italy to Black Rock City in 2022 and it was still a special moment, full of 
excitement and joy especially because together we realized the “Dream 
On” project.

Photographer & Project Manager: Mauro Martignoni 
Project Assistant: Micaela Robotti
Dream On IG: instagram.com/burningman_dream_on/
Website: fotografando.net
IG: instagram.com/fotografando_adv 
 
Official Burning Man website: burningman.org 
 
Copyright Notice 
This book is protected by International copyright laws.  
Reproduction and distribution of the entire book or part of it without  
written permission of the author is prohibited. 
© 2022 Burning Man Project 
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http://burningman.org
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BLOOM
by: Peter hazel 
from: Reno, NV 
2018
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“Dream as if you’ll live forever.  
Live as if you’ll die today.”

James Dean


